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Star Spangled Spectacular Commodores Announce 2025 Grand Marshal: Joe
Kucera, Champion of Community Youth and Opportunity

Storm Lake, lowa (June 11, 2025) — The Star Spangled Spectacular Committee is proud to
announce Joe Kucera, longtime director of Storm Lake Community Education, as the 2025
Grand Marshal for this year’s Fourth of July Parade. In keeping with this year’s theme —
“Celebrate Freedom, Feel the Vibe in 2025” — Joe embodies the spirit of service, community
pride, and joyful celebration that defines Storm Lake’s Independence Day tradition. Joe is widely
regarded as the “heartbeat of the youth” in Storm Lake, Joe’s tireless dedication and passion for
children’s growth and development have made a profound impact on countless families
throughout the community.

For over a decade, Joe has been a key figure in youth recreation and development. His journey
into youth programming began in 2011, when a simple moment changed his life: when Ben
Dvergsten pulled Joe onto the field to assist with a peewee baseball practice for Joe’s son,
Fletcher. That single moment sparked a passion that would grow into a career defined by
service, leadership, and joy.

Joe has now spent the past nine years leading Storm Lake Community Education, transforming
summers into seasons filled with laughter, activity, and purpose. From innovative field trips and
enriching youth activities to his leadership of the beloved Smart Start Sports program, Joe has
created a safe, supportive environment where young people can explore their interests, build
confidence, and develop lifelong skills. His contributions ensure Storm Lake’s children enjoy not
only joyful childhoods but also strong foundations for future success.

"Joe puts the youth and the community first in everything that he does," said a community
member. “He is the one ensuring our kids have the opportunities they deserve—not just to play,
but to grow.”

Joe says it's the people of Storm Lake who make this place home. “I've been in many places in
life,” Joe shares, “and honestly, Storm Lake is the only place that feels like home. | love that no
matter where we all came from, we’re all proud to be Storm Lakers.”

Through his work with local schools, businesses, volunteers, city officials, and Buena Vista
University, Joe has united the community in a shared mission: to create brighter futures for the
next generation. He has helped launch and lead initiatives that give every child, regardless of
background, a chance to thrive.
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When asked about being selected as this year’s Grand Marshal, Joe responded with
characteristic humility:

"l am truly honored to be chosen as this year's grand marshal. Thank you for
recognizing me, but it is this community's businesses, volunteers, coaches, schools,
university, and city officials that allow me to serve this community in an impactful
way."

Joe’s leadership is guided by a deep awareness of both the rewards and challenges of his role.
“The hardest part of my job,” he says, “is saying no. So many people have great ideas and
meaningful projects that deserve support.” Yet for all the difficulties, the most rewarding part
remains clear: "Impacting a child. There's nothing more fulfilling than seeing a kid succeed at
something they once believed they couldn’t do. Selfishly, the greatest reward is when a child
calls me ‘Coach.” Knowing | was someone’s first coach—there’s nothing better.”

Joe’s work would not be possible without the love and support of his family. His wife, April, is not
only his partner in life but a tireless volunteer and motivator. “April takes on so much so | can do
this job,” Joe shares. “She volunteers more than anyone and keeps me going.” The couple has
two children: Fletcher, a Storm Lake High School graduate, and Chloe, a freshman. Their
family's commitment to Storm Lake runs deep.

Joe’s character and leadership have not gone unnoticed. "Joe is someone you want in your
corner. Such a great guy to have serving in our community," shared one resident. “Joe is
probably better with my children than | am!” one parent jokingly added, echoing the deep trust
and admiration he’s earned across Storm Lake. “Joe is always willing to give it his all. When you
need someone, he’s there.”

Whether organizing snow-filled winter events, empowering coaches, or developing programs
that foster both physical activity and personal growth, Joe Kucera has consistently gone above
and beyond to make Storm Lake a better place for children and families.

“We received a number of strong nominations this year, each highlighting remarkable individuals
doing great work in our community,” said Matt Ricklefs, Commodore. “But as we read more
about Joe and everything he does to support, uplift, and care for Storm Lake, it quickly became
clear—he was the perfect choice for this year’s Grand Marshal.”
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His selection as Grand Marshal is not only a celebration of his individual dedication—it’s a
community-wide recognition of the difference one person can make when they put others first.

The Commodores encourage all local organizations to join Joe Kucera as he leads the 2025 Big
Parade with the same spirit, heart, and energy that he brings to our youth every single day. Let’s
come together to Celebrate Freedom and Feel the Vibe along Lakeshore Drive this July 4th.

You can find the Big Parade entry form at htips://www.starspangledspectacular.net/big-parade .
The annual Big Parade will begin at 10:30a.m. on July 4th along Lakeshore Drive.

* Photo 1_ Portrait: Joe Kucera, the Big Parade’s Grand Marshal

* Photo 2_Comm Serv: Joe Kucera, the Big Parade’s Grand Marshal, leading the Annual BBQ Fundraiser
for Storm Lake Baseball

* Photo 3_Comm Serv: Joe Kucera, the Big Parade’s Grand Marshal, volunteering as Umpire during a
ball game

* Photo 4 Comm Serv: Joe Kucera, the Big Parade’s Grand Marshal, Start Smart Sports

* Photo 5_Comm Serv: Joe Kucera, the Big Parade’s Grand Marshal, raking the ball fields after a game
with helpful little hands

About the Star Spangled Spectacular

A favorite Northwest lowa tradition, Storm Lake’s annual Star Spangled Spectacular celebrates
Independence Day along the City’s beautiful shores. The family-friendly event is held July 3-4
and welcomes fresh entertainment and returning favorites such as The Big Parade, food and
shopping vendors, a classic Car Cruise, the Ride-Run, fireworks, a Patriotic Ceremony, a Kiddie
Parade, and more. Visit www.starspangledspectacular.net.
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