
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Star Spangled Spectacular Commodores Announce 2025 Theme: 
"Celebrate Freedom, Feel the Vibe in 2025!" 

Storm Lake, Iowa (February 21, 2025) – Matt and Linda Ricklefs, the esteemed Commodores 
of the 2025 Star Spangled Spectacular, are proud to announce the theme for this year’s highly 
anticipated Independence Day celebration: “Celebrate Freedom, Feel the Vibe in 2025!” 

The Ricklefs have deep roots in the Storm Lake community, and the theme reflects their passion 
for celebrating both the historical significance of the holiday and the lively spirit that brings the 
community together. Matt explains that the first part of the theme, “Celebrate Freedom” 
underscores the importance of Independence Day as a time to celebrate our freedoms and 
rights that were valiantly won and have been repeatedly defended throughout the nation's 
history. It’s a call for reflection, remembrance, and gratitude for the sacrifices that have allowed 
America to thrive. 

Linda, who contributed the second half of the slogan, “Feel the Vibe in 2025,” captures the 
essence of the holiday festivities, inviting everyone to experience the vibrant energy of Storm 
Lake. “The theme reflects the sense of community, unity, and fun that comes with the annual Big 
Parade, the lively music, games, and exhibitions, the endless variety of food and the always 
magnificent fireworks show that illuminates the night sky,” she says. “We want this year to be an 
opportunity for families and friends to come together and create lasting memories.” 

For Linda, the celebration holds personal significance. “Growing up in Storm Lake, I remember 
attending the big parade, and the horses were always a personal favorite,” she recalls. “I lived 
just two blocks from Chautauqua Park, and I’d watch the fireworks from my upstairs bedroom 
window when the weather wasn’t the best, but most years we would walk down to the park and 
find a place to sit in the grass along the shoreline.” This sense of tradition is something the 
Ricklefs family truly values and is eager to share with the community this year.” 

The theme “Celebrate Freedom, Feel the Vibe in 2025!” will also be reflected in the annual 
poster and coloring contests for elementary-aged children, set to be distributed in late April. 
These contests are a great way for young community members to engage in the celebration and 
contribute by sharing their creativity with the community in this year’s festivities. 

The committee will take the theme into consideration as they select a Grand Marshal in the 
coming months as well. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ricklefs are dedicated and are working tirelessly with their fellow co-commodores, Tyler 
and Deidre Aube, as well as with the entire committee to make this year’s Star Spangled 
Spectacular a truly special event. The team is focused on providing an exciting blend of music, 
children’s entertainment, and community-centered activities to make this year’s celebration one 
for the ages! The Aube’s will be taking the reins as Commodores in 2026, but for now, they are 
dedicated to helping make the 2025 celebration one that brings joy and unity to the citizens of 
Storm Lake while and highlighting the extraordinary aspects of the city and creating new 
memories and creating new traditions while continuing those established long ago.. 

The festivities, set for July 3-4, 2025, promise to be a memorable celebration of freedom, family, 
and fun. The Ricklefs are excited to invite everyone to “Celebrate Freedom, Feel the Vibe in 
2025!” as Storm Lake unites in a heartfelt tribute to our nation and its people! 

The event will also require additional volunteers as opposed to those needed in prior years. 
Those interested in helping at Sunset Park on the evening of Thursday, July 3 or with the 
parade,parking, and more on Friday, July 4, may email the commodores as well via: 
www.starspangledspectacular.net . 

Entertainment will begin on Thursday, July 3 with a car cruise, kiddie parade, and music in the 
bandshell. Friday’s events will commence with the popular Ride-Run around the lake, followed 
by the Big Parade along Lakeshore Drive at 10:30 a.m. Other favorites, including a variety of 
food and music, will take place throughout the day before the evening fireworks. 

A full schedule will be posted at www.starspangledspectacular.net as plans for the festivities 
unfold. Updates will also be shared to the event’s social media pages. 

 

About Star Spangled Spectacular: ​
A favorite Northwest Iowa tradition, Storm Lake’s annual Star Spangled Spectacular celebrates 
Independence Day along the City’s beautiful shores. The family-friendly event is held July 3-4 
and welcomes fresh entertainment and returning favorites such as The Big Parade, food and 
shopping vendors, a classic Car Cruise, the Ride-Run, fireworks, a Patriotic Ceremony, a Kiddie 
Parade, and more. Visit www.starspangledspectacular.net . 
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